RICHELIEU
Grand Fascist Council is prefigured in the great Royal
Council; but this was not primarily a creation, but rather
a work of reforming an existing institution. In January,
1630, the decree of reorganisation was promulgated. The
Council was divided into four sections: the privy council,
the council of affairs and despatches, the council of state
and finances, and the council of finance. But there was
also set up a special council, the strictly limited secret
council, which met in the King's chamber, and to which
only the principal ministers of State were admitted. In
this body questions of peace and war were discussed and,
in general, all the essentials of internal and external
policy. The head of this council, or its president, was
called c the principal minister of State.5 When he possessed
the prestige and authority of Richelieu, those who sur-
rounded him were confined to the study of questions
submitted to them, and adduced their conclusions; but the
chief minister possessed, in fact if not as a right, all the
powers of a dictator.
'Nothing is more dangerous in a State,' wrote the
Cardinal, 'than diverse authorities on equal terms in the
administration of affairs. ... If it be true that monarchial
government resembles that of God more than any other,
it may boldly be said that, if the sovereign be unable or
unwilling to keep his own eye continually on chart and
compass, reason insists that he should hand over the
charge to someone above all the others.'
We have here the very definition of dictatorship. Also,
to these secretaryships of State, however exalted or sub-
ordinate, Richelieu would admit only tools and kinsmen
of his own, men on whose submissiveness he could
thoroughly depend. The only person in whom he had
complete confidence was Father Joseph, who, strictly
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